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with the establishment of a convention whereby both Houses of the Legislature
could be consulted before any important change was made in the rules.
The Hon'ble Mr, PATEL regarded the Government's statement as one point
gained, for, henceforth the Assembly would be consulted en all important amend-
ments except in emergencies which would be rare before a Government proposal
was placed for sanction before the Secretary of State. No useful purpose would
be served by discussing or recording a vote of censure against the Government
of India or the Secretary of State for not consulting the Legislature regarding
the particular amendment already sanctioned. What the Assembly wanted was
not merely power to discuss rules but the right to make and unmake rules. Tha
Assembly was not so much concerned with the right to be consulted. The whole
of the Government of India Act including the rule recently sanctioned was in
the melting pot and he therefore advised Mr. Mitra not to make his motion.
Mr. Mitra, in accepting the advice of the Chair regretted that there was re-
servation as to cases in times of emergency.
Establishment  of Village Panchayats.
Mr. K. V. Rangaswami lyengar then moved a resolution recommending the
appointment of a Committee of officials and non-officials to examine rural coedi-
tions in various provinces and recommend ways and means for establishing in
village or groups of villages with a population of one thousand or over efficient
panchayats mainly elected on adult franchise and possessing sufficient legal
powers and financial resources for administering all village concerns and deciding
in courts. The speaker said that the Government could not divest itself of the
responsibility of trusteeship of the masses of India. The responsibility had been
shifted to Ministries many of whose communal activities had not been conducive
to the welfare of the masses, Without disparaging the work of great leaders
who desire the betterment of the country by altering the constitution of the
Central Government the speaker urged that real work lay at the villages where
an ideal scheme of self-government could be evolved.
Mr. M. K. Acharya, supporting the resolution said that the credit for the
idea belonged to the late Mr. C. R* Das according to whom no true scheme of
Swaraj could be evolved unless it commenced with rural autonomy essential for
real development. Villages, he said, should all become small republics and thus
form the best foundation for real Government.
Mr. N. C. Kelkar understood the mover required through this committee the
formulation of a central policy for the guidance of Provincial Governments. At
present, there was a variety in the administration of Panchayat law and the
recommendations of the Decentralisation Commission had been grossly violated
by '.he Governments of certain provinces whose administration of this law made
Panchayats unpopular* A case had been thus made out for the Government of
India to take steps to formulate a central policy.
Mr. Abdul Aziz, a Punjab official, with a knowledge of the working of village
panchayats, described the resolution in the present form as not acceptable to the
whole of India. No doubt, panchayats had worked well in some villages but in
others the system had not been tried. The Panchayats Act provided the basis
for the introduction of the system in any village, but a good deal depended on
the support which townsmen gave to them and the encouragement which leaders
of public opinion gave to them.
Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar) supported the resolution because it would give the
panchayats an impetus which,they needed most.
Discussion had not concluded, when the Assembly adjourned.
Discussion   on   Child   Marriage   Bill.
On the 4TH SEPT. Mr. Harbilas Sarda's Child Marriage Bill as amended
by the Select Committee was put for consideration. (For text see foot note).
text of  the bill
The following is the text of the Child Marriage Bill as amended by the Select
Committee. The worda printed in bold types indicate the amendments suggested bj the
Committee to the original bill:—

